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Beauty / You Asked

 Make
    Mine
 Matte

Zero shine! Andra Day makes a convincing case fo
r m

atte
 lip

s.

 Q Everyone I see has 
matte lips. What’s  
the trick to keeping 

them from drying out—and 
making them last?  
—@maggieborlando A You’re right: They’re every

where. A scroll through my 
phone on any given day is a sea 

of matte lips, on Rihanna, Andra Day, 
above, and the obvious queen of lip trends, 
Kylie Jenner, who’s been pushing the style. 
What I like about it? I can pair it with a 
bare face or more of an eye; either way the 
opaqueness gives me an instant look. 
“Women feel more empowered to wear 
these badass colors, and the nonshiny 
finish makes it more modern,” says 
Florence Adepoju, founder of MDMflow 
makeup line and an everyday matte
lipstick wearer. But if you think of matte as 
drying, that was the old stuff. The best new 
matte lipsticks are liquid, as at right, and 
use beeswax and silicones to give you a 
finish that doesn’t crack or peel, says 
Adepoju. How to apply: First, scrub your 
lips (matte is not very forgiving and can 
show any dryness). Adepoju likes a home
made blend of Vaseline and brown sugar, 
but the Clinique scrub above works well 
too. Next, add a layer of nongreasy hydra
tion; Adepoju prefers using eye cream on 
her lips (we like the Philosophy one at 

right). Last, choose your color. Her 
personal favorite is an MDMflow bricky 
brown shade called Ninety Four, below 
right; we’re both also fans of the Anastasia 
Beverly Hills Liquid Lip stick in Craft, 
below. I swipe the wand on like a lip gloss, 
using it first to define my lip line; then I fill 
in the center with brushlike strokes. It 
doesn’t look matte going on, but it dries 
down matte in five to 10 seconds, and I’m 
set for a solid six hours, even through 
lunch. —Erin Reimel, beauty assistant 

A SMOOTHING LIP SCRUB
Clinique Sweet Pots 

Sugar Scrub & Lip Balm 
in Orange Blossom  
($20, clinique.com)

AN UNE XPECTED  
L IP MOISTURIZER 

Try using eye cream—it’s 
not as oily as lip balms. 

Above: Philosophy Uplifting 
Miracle Worker Eye Cream 

($69, philosophy.com).

MDMflow Liquid 
Matte Lipstick in 

Ninety Four ($20, 
mdmflow.com)Smashbox Always On 

Matte Liquid Lipstick 
in Some Nerve  
($24, Sephora)

Giorgio Armani 
Lip Magnet in  

No. 500 Maharajah 
($38, giorgioarmani 

beauty-usa.com)

Revlon Ultra HD 
Matte Lipcolor in 
HD Devotion ($9, 

at drugstores)
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Liquid Lipstick in  
Craft ($20, anastasia 

beverlyhills.com)


